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Abstract
This article compares the adult speech production of the Spanish spoken in Lima (Peru) to the speech of monolingual children
from the same city, between the ages of two and a half and five. No of the subjects present any articulatory, auditory or mental
disability. In particular, this article focuses on which phonological features show divergences when adult and child speech are
compared. It also discusses the age until which those divergences remain in the speech of children. The main result is the
identification that between the ages of two and a half and three and a half, a significant decrease of the divergences occurs.
The results are of great importance for language therapists who work with preschoolers. In addition to corroborating that the
phonological system is progressively acquired, this provides a point of reference that will help language therapists detect and
give early treatment to children who may show minor phonological disorders or specific language impairments. Copyright
2006 AELFA y Grupo Ars XXI de Comunicación, S.L.
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